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I despair of that, and every other public work. Our artists
get so much money by hasty, slovenly performances, that
they will undertake nothing that requires labour and time,
I have never been able to persuade any one of them to
engrave the Beauties at Windsor3, which are daily perishing
for want of fires in that palace. Most of them entered into
a plan I had undertaken, of an edition of Grammont, with
portraits. I had three executed ; but after the first, which
was well done, the others were so wretchedly performed,
though even the best was much too dear, that I was forced
to drop the design. Walker4, who has done much the beat
heads in my new volumes, told me, when I pressed him to
consider his reputation, that * he had got fame enough I'
What hopes, Sir, can one entertain after so shameful an
answer? I have had numerous schemes, but never could
bring any to bear, but what depended solely on myself j
and how little is it that a private man, with a moderate
fortune, and who has many other avocations, can accom-
plish alone ? I flattered myself that this reign would have
given new life and views to the artists and the curious,
I am disappointed; politics on one hand, and want of taste
in those about his Majesty on the other, have prevented my
expectations from being answered.

The letters you tell me of, Sir, are indeed curious, both
those of Atterbury and the rest; but I cannot flatter myself
that I shall be able to contribute to publication. My press,
from the narrowness of it$ extent, and having but one man
and a boy, goes very slow ,* nor have I foom or fortune to
carry it farther. What I have already in hand, or promised,
will take me up a long time* The London booksellers play
me all manner of tricks, If I do not allow them ridiculous
profit, they will do nothing to promote the sale; and when
I do, they buy up the impression, and sell it at an advanced

8 By My.                            * Antony Walker (17*20-1706),

o a     disapproval by opposition to Fox's
